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Dear Friends

SUMMER FUN 2019

It is shaping up to be quite a summer with lots to be
thankful for. Our summer Fun days (six in all) are
proving to be very popular with positive feedback
from both helpers and parents. Our woodland worship adventure in the Wick was a resounding success. The churches in our Cluster continue to grow
together as we plan for a leader’s away day in the
autumn and share more widely the good news stories from the four, soon to be three, churches.
I hope we all take a little time during the warmer days
to pause and reflect. It is all too easy to get caught
up in the dismal headlines of floods, droughts, fires
(no mention of the B word here) and worried over the
increasing strangeness of those leading the world on
the international stage. If we take a moment we can
find reassurance that God has not given up on humankind.
We seem to be in a season of extremes but as summer will pass to autumn so on a global scale these
strange days will pass. As people of faith we need to
play our part, to pray, speak, act and model kindness
to all we meet. Our love and prayers do make a difference even when it seems our best efforts go unnoticed. Jesus was very clear we should do our best to
treat others as we would like to be treated (Matthew
7v12). This golden rule stands the test of time and
has practical everyday application much needed
when so much seems to be divisive and confrontational.
I hope and pray we have a wonderful summer and in
the quiet moments find a place to be still and know
our God is with us.
Yours in His service, John Hardaker.
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THINKING LUNCHES

AFTERNOON TEA CLUB
Tuesdays : 17th September

At Marlborough Road
Methodist Church
Marlborough Road
St Albans AL1 3XG

15th October
Back Hall - 3.00pm
All welcome

Thursday 5th September
The Revd Ruth Eldridge
” The Church and the whaikaha”
(the Maori word for disabled)

----- to all those who sent
'Thinking of you cards' during my recent stay in hospital. They were much appreciated. Also for everyone’s
prayerful and practical ongoing support. I could not
have coped without it.

Thursday 3rd October
Bevan Powell MBE
Equality, Diversion and Inclusion Advisor to the
Methodist Church
“ Why Black History”
Heather Olsen
12.30pm to 1.30pm on the first Thursday of each
month.

HOMEWOOD ROAD BOOK CLUB

Tea / Coffee / Squash provided, but bring your own
sandwiches.
Half an hour talk and then discussion.
Donations will be gratefully received to cover expenses
- any profits will be given to the speaker for a charity of
their choice.

THOUGHTS ON FRIENDSHIP
Friends are God's way of taking care of us.

The Book Club has chosen ‘
Grappling with God on the
M25’ by Frank Topping as
its next candidate for discussion. This is a slim book and
quite an easy read. There is some interesting theology
put over in an approachable style by Rev. Topping who
has been a regular contributor on the radio. The book is
out of print but obtainable second hand online (and
possibly in Oxfam Books!)

Unknown
Keep your friendships in repair.

Samuel Butler (1612-1680)
Don't walk behind me; I may not lead. Don't walk in
front of me; I may not follow. Just walk beside me
and be my friend.
Albert Camus

FREE CHURCH SERVICE
You are invited to attend a
Free Church Service in the
Lady Chapel on the following
Wednesdays at 11.00am:
11th September 2019 The Reverend Canon Kevin
Walton, Canon Chancellor, St Albans Cathedral.

The Book Club will meet on Monday 30th September at 7.30pm
at the church.
Do come along for some lively
discussion and fellowship

DATE FOR THE DIARY --CTM Autumn Event at Homewood
Road
Saturday 26th October
Musical entertainment provided by CTM
church members

Including a supper – details to follow!
Profits to be donated to local charity)

October details to be advised

To be organised by John Steele & Helen Griffiths
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MONTHLY CHARITY COLLECTIONS
In September, we support
Action For Children.
Action for Children protects
and supports children and young
people, providing practical and
emotional care and support, ensuring their voices are heard,
and campaigning to bring lasting
improvements to their lives. Last year, the charity
helped more than 387,000 children and families
across the UK..
This year marks 150 years since Action for Children
began supporting children and young people. Incredible progress has been made in this time, but in the
past 10 years childhoods seem to be getting worse.
Latest research reveals some shocking facts about
childhood today. Every 15 minutes, a child is taken
into care for their own safety. One in five children
have been exposed to domestic abuse. And there are
4.1 million children in poverty.
Action for Children’s vision is that every child and
young person in the UK has a safe and happy childhood, and the foundations they need to thrive. They
do this by working closely with children and their families, from before they’re born until their twenties.
Their work is split into three main areas:
Best start in life
The charity knows how important the early years are and are there to help. From parenting advice to education and early intervention, they focus on improving
children’s life chances.
Good mental health
Everyone has ups and downs in life. The charity’s
mental and emotional well-being experts work with
families and schools to make sure children and parents feel able to cope with challenges when they
arise.

In October, we support Rennie Grove Hospice Care
Rennie Grove Hospice Care is a charity providing
specialist care and support for adults and children
with a life-limiting illness in Bucks and West Herts.
Through its unique Hospice at Home service, available day and night, and a range of day services, the
charity supports its patients to live the best quality life
they can, whether the diagnosis is cancer, heart disease, respiratory disease or a neurological or other
life limiting condition, and with a choice about how
and where they are cared for towards the end of
life. They are also there for the families of patients,
ensuring that everyone can receive the right support,
when they need it, to help them make every moment
together matter.
In West Herts, a wide range of health and well- being
day services is provided to people with life limiting
illnesses, and their carers, at Grove House in St Albans, helping them to live well with illness. Drop-in
sessions, open to all, enable patients and carers to
discuss concerns and be signposted to services that
meet their needs There are well-being clinics and
therapies offering practical and emotional care and
support to help patients live the best life they can. Patients also benefit from care and advice from occupational therapists and a specialist physiotherapist.
Rennie Grove relies heavily on public support to raise
around 87% of its c £8m annual running costs.
Grove House was built 26 years ago and is now in
need of reconfiguration and refurbishment in order to
extend the space available and adapt to the changing
needs of the local community. For example, at the
moment, day services are available for adults only;
the transformation of Grove House will enable children to benefit also from these services as appropriate. A capital appeal for £1m was recently launched
specifically to enable that urgently needed work to be
done. - see :
www.renniegrove.org/support/transforming-grovehouse

A safe and loving home
Action for Children makes sure more children feel
part of a family that cares for them. They find homes
for those without, protect children who have been
abused or neglected, and help ensure young carers
don’t miss out on a childhood.

THOUGHTS ON GETTING OLDER
As you get older three things happen. The first is
your memory goes, and I can't remember the other two.
Sir Norman Wisdom
As we grow older, our bodies get shorter and our
anecdotes longer.
Robert Quillen
You can't help getting older, but you
don't have to get old.
George Burns
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18TH ST ALBANS TYLER SCOUT GROUP

ST ALBANS CLUSTER PRAYER GATHERINGS
ALL WELCOME TO EACH EVENT
CHISWELL GREEN URC
WEDNESDAY 11TH SEPTEMBER 7.30PM
TRINITY URC
THURSDAY17TH OCTOBER 3.30PM
HOMEWOOD ROAD URC
TUESDAY 5TH NOVEMBER 12.00 NOON

MORE SUMMER FUN 2019
We were delighted that the efforts of the Scout Group,
which is affiliated to Homewood Road URC, hit the headlines in two local newspapers, in relation to taking part in
the Scout Association’s ‘ A Million Hands Community Action Initiative ‘.
Their chosen topic was ‘Dementia ‘ and their project started with a session presented by a Dementia Friend’s
Champion, which led to the scouts becoming Dementia
Friends . Dementia Friends is a campaign by the Alzheimer’s Society to increase the understanding about dementia in the community. For example, they learnt that
dementia is not just about losing your memory. It can also
affect many other things such as communication or
movement.
The scouts were then invited to run a stall at our Spring
Fair, promoting Dementia Friends, and running a competition to guess the number of balloons in a car. They were
able to make a donation of £100 to the Alzheimer’s Society.
The scouts then put into action what they had learnt, by
visiting care homes in the area, where they entertained
residents with traditional campfire songs. The feedback
from the homes was very positive, especially the forging
of links with the community and across the generations.
One scout summed up the visit saying, ‘ When we first
went into the care home, the room was very peaceful and
quiet, but after our loud, fun songs they were all smiling
and humming our tunes. We can’t wait to go back and put
even bigger smiles on their faces ! ‘

Well done to all involved in completing this challenge.
Jenny Graham
At Lyndon
House

HOUSE GROUP
“TALKING OUR FAITH”
A four part series led by John Hardaker, looking at
discipleship and how we can share our faith with
those around us.
House group will now meet on the following Monday evenings starting at 8pm:
2nd September
23rd September
4th November
2nd December
The first meeting on 2nd September will be held at
the Mooneys’ home, 23 Tillage Close, St Albans.
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NO DEAL BREXIT IS A MASSIVE GAMBLE FOR THE POOR SAY CHURCH LEADERS
Seven Christian denominations have written an open letter to Boris Johnson, the new Prime Minister, expressing
concern
that
a
no-deal
Brexit
will
hit
those
living
in
poverty
hard.
The Church leaders say they have been “compelled” to write to the new Prime Minister because of his position that
leaving the European Union without a deal is acceptable.
The letter states that “at a time when increasing numbers of families have difficulties putting enough food on the
table, we believe it is irresponsible to consider a course of action that is expected to make that situation worse”.
The Church leaders say that “it is notable that assurances about our ability to cope with a no-deal Brexit, while frequent, are yet to be supported by substantial evidence” and ask the government to publish evidence of the impact
a no-deal Brexit will have on disadvantaged communities.
The letter also invites the Prime Minister to visit one of the many social actions projects run by churches to support
millions of citizens who live in poverty.
The letter is signed by the Revd Nigel Uden and Derek Estill, Moderators of the United Reformed Church General
Assembly and leaders from the Methodist Church of Great Britain, the Baptist Unions of Great Britain, Scotland
and Wales, the Church of Scotland, the Salvation Army, Quakers in Britain and the Scottish Episcopal Church,
which together have approximately 700,000 members.
Specific concerns over food supply, pricing as well as availability of medical supplies and energy are raised in the
letter.
The letter warns that in the event that a deal is not reached: “In essence, the government will be relying on the
hope that our former EU partners are willing to co-operate even without an agreement – a huge gamble to take
with the basic needs of our poorest citizens and communities.”
The full text of the letter is below:
Dear Prime Minister
As Churches, we have a particular care and concern for the people in our society who are locked in poverty.
Around the country, local churches are helping families to cope with the rising tide of poverty. Projects range from
simple coffee mornings run by a few volunteers, to large projects such as foodbanks, homeless support, employment advice and debt counselling.
With this in mind, we are compelled to write expressing our urgent concern about your position that leaving the
European Union without a deal is acceptable. Advice and data from multiple reputable sources, including the UK
government, indicate that failing to agree a deal will hit those held back by poverty very hard indeed.
The UK imports 10,000 shipping containers of food from the EU each day. These containers are part of long and
complex integrated supply chains. Even minor disruptions to this chain have in the past rapidly had serious consequences. A no-deal Brexit will cause a huge and potentially crippling disruption. The government and many other
reputable sources highlight the immediate risk of shortages and price rises. Over the longer term they point to the
costs of new and less fluid supply chains increasing food bills for families.
Last year our partner, Trussell Trust, which represents around half of the UK’s foodbanks, gave out a recordbreaking 1.6 million 3-day supplies of food. At a time when increasing numbers of families have difficulties putting
enough food on the table, we believe it is irresponsible to consider a course of action that is expected to make that
situation worse.
It is also unclear how a wide range of other vital products and services will continue to be delivered in the event of
a no-deal Brexit. Government, industry and charity sources indicate potential problems with both energy and medical supplies.
The UK government’s no-deal planning documents highlight that many of the difficulties caused by a no-deal Brexit
can only be tackled in collaboration with the EU. The cabinet office states that for many issues we must seek accommodations with the EU which are “not within the UK’s gift to unilaterally control or mitigate”. In essence, the
government will be relying on the hope that our former EU partners are willing to cooperate even without an agreement – a huge gamble to take with the basic needs of our poorest citizens and communities.
The impacts of a no-deal Brexit are at best highly uncertain, and at worst deeply worrying. Our view that it would
put at risk the welfare and safety of the poorest communities in the UK is formed on the basis of the best available
evidence, including our presence in local communities in every part of the UK . It is notable that assurances about
our ability to cope with a no-deal Brexit, while frequent, are yet to be supported by substantial evidence.
Evidence-free dismissals of well-founded concerns are at this stage both dangerous and inappropriate. Your government’s willingness to embrace a no-deal Brexit places upon it a responsibility to demonstrate that the most vulnerable in our communities, those locked in poverty, will not be harmed.
We ask that your government urgently publishes its current evidence on the impact of a no-deal Brexit on disadvantaged communities. We would also be pleased to welcome you to one of our many projects to hear from those
who a no-deal Brexit may most impact.
Rather than being absent from the debate, this evidence and these communities should be at the heart of our debates around Brexit.
We assure you of our prayers as you take up this challenging new role.
Source: URC website
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CHRISTIAN AID SURVEY - Climate change more important than Brexit in the long-term,
Brits say
Most UK adults care more about climate change in the long-term than Brexit and believe it should be a top priority
for the new prime minister, a new poll has found.
Around 71% of people agree that climate change will be more important than the UK’s departure from the European Union in the long-term, while the majority (61%) do not believe the Government is doing enough to prioritise
climate change.
Even people in some higher Brexit voting parts of the UK such as Wales (78%) and the East Midlands (74%) are
slightly more likely than the total (71%) to say that climate change is a more important issue than Brexit in the long
-term.
The ComRes survey commissioned by Christian Aid also found that two thirds (66%) of UK adults agree that climate change should be a top priority for the next Prime Minister.
Women

were

significantly

more

likely

to

say

this

–

71%

compared

to

62%

of

men.

Laura Taylor, director of advocacy for Christian Aid, said: ‘As Prime Minister Boris Johnson gets his feet under the
table at Number 10, there are a large number of urgent priorities. However, it’s clear that beyond the present political turmoil, UK adults know there is a bigger crisis which is potentially catastrophic for the whole of humanity – particularly some of the world’s poorest people, who are more vulnerable to the effects of this climate emergency.
‘I hope the Prime Minister will hear the challenge from the majority of the UK public to do more to tackle this climate emergency. We need a rapid and radical shift to reduce emissions in the UK and we need global action for
climate justice in which the most vulnerable communities are supported to not only survive but to thrive.
‘As we have seen this week ( w/e 27th July), the UK is increasingly subject to extreme weather patterns. These
patterns are even more exacerbated in other parts of the world, where droughts, floods and storms are wreaking
havoc, costing lives and seeing millions of pounds of damage each year.
‘The pervasive impact of climate change on everyone – and particularly those in the communities in which Christian Aid works – means we cannot ignore it. The UK public is waking up to the devastating effects of the climate
emergency – it’s time the UK Government did so too”.
ComRes interviewed 2,072 UK adults online between 19 and 21 July 2019. Data were weighted to be representative of all UK adults by age, gender, region and social grade.

FOREST CHURCH AT THE WICK 4 AUGUST 2019
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CHILDREN AND FAMILIES UPDATE
Wow! Time is flying past! The summer is almost over and it is time to start planning the winter months.
Mainly I am excited to plan CHRISTMAS! Keep your eyes peeled on the website for the upcoming
themes for all our children and family activities up until December. There is a taster below of what is to
come!
It has been wonderful to see such an abundance of children at the church over the past few months.
Please let me know if there are any themes and stories you would like me to cover during the autumn
and winter months and I will try to fit them in!
A quick note to say that it is not just families that are welcome at these activities. Every session
is for all ages, from 0 – 100, you would be most welcome to come along. I can start having an
adult table of activities for those of you that are keen! Remember we are all children of God.
More @ 4
More @ 4 will continue on the 2nd Sunday of the month starting at 4pm in the church. In September we
will look at creation and how God made our world. In October we will continue the theme of our world
and how we should love it in the way that God intends us to do. We will also continue sharing a meal at
the end of these sessions, please let me know about any favourite meals you would like to help cook. I
look forward to seeing many of you there!
Forest Church
Forest church will continue on the 4th Sunday of the month. We will meet outside the church and walk
down to The Wick together. In September we will look at the story of ‘The faithful servant’ and being a
follower of Christ. In October we will look at a parable from the Bible. We will of course have our usual
picnic food at the end of our activities.
Youth Group
Youth group continues at 6.00pm – 7.30pm on 1st, 3rd and 4th Sunday of the month. It is open for children aged 12 upwards. We will be playing games, having discussions, inventing and eating a lot of food
throughout the Autumn and Winter. There will also be a few ‘bring as friend’ nights as well as chance to
bake and create meals for families! As requested, ‘Groggy’ and other games in the dark will start after
the clocks go back in October. Please note that there will be no youth group on the 24 th November.
Youth Church
Youth church will meet on the 2nd Sunday of each month. The next youth church will be in September. It
is an opportunity for teenagers and young adults to learn more about their faith through discussions and
games. All are welcome. Some of the themes that have been looked at in the past are epiphany, looking
at how things are revealed, how things can change people’s life forever, symbols of the holy spirit. Corinthians 1, all about love, including the maze for people to follow the 'right path' that lots of the congregation tried on their way into coffee that the group did that morning. Compassion, Acts 9- including
messy alphabetti game and compassion scrabble.
Junior Church
Junior church will continue during Sunday morning worship at 11am. Some of the themes we will be exploring over the autumn and winter are continuation of the fruit of the spirit. Creation, how Jesus welcomes us and how God knows each of us in turn. These sessions are for all ages and include craft,
food, stories, prayers and play.
Special services
15th September – Family service
29th September – Harvest family service
20th October – Church Parade
17th November – Family service
As always, I want to say a huge thankyou to my volunteers especially those who have given up so much of their
time over the summer to help with summer fun and sweaty church. I hope we can continue to work in partnership
to create more opportunities for children to welcomed into worship at Homewood Road.
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Gather Your Supplies:
Precut hearts (2-4 per colour of the rainbow)
Precut "cloud" (I used 8 1/2 x 11 paper)
Heart stickers, optional
Yarn (cut for each colour of the rainbow)
Marker
School glue (though tape would also work)
Newspaper or cardboard to cover work surface
Craft:
♥ Begin by choosing a verse or phrase about loving others and write it on the
cloud. I chose 1 John 4:16.
♥ Have your child decorate the cloud with stickers.
♥ Turn the cloud over. Help your child space the yarn appropriately so there
will be room for all of the hearts. Glue the yarn to the cloud's back side.
♥ Working in order of the colours of the rainbow (red, orange, yellow, green,
blue, [indigo,] violet), place each set of colours along a strand of yarn. Show
your child how to space them. See photo on left.
♥ After knowing placing all of the hearts, glue them to the yarn. See photo.
♥ Let dry. Trim the yarn tails below the hearts.
♥ Hang as a reminder of God's love and our love

Summer Fun July 2019
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REFLECTIVE PRAYERS FOR QUIET TIMES

You call, and so often,
amid the bustle of our day,
we’re distracted
and fail to hear your voice.
You knock, but our lives
are untidy, unprepared,
and so we pretend
we never heard the sound.
Forgive us, Lord,
who look to you for guidance,
but only on our terms,
- when we call you and so often your need of us
is in the ‘now’ of our busy-ness,
which can be ‘inconvenient’.
Forgive us, Lord,
may the door of our hearts
be open, and our ears attuned
for that unexpected call.

Knowing you are with us
in the ebbs and flows
of our everyday lives,
your Spirit’s presence
within our hearts,
your gentle whisper
guiding our steps,
your warm embrace
when times are hard,
your hands held out
each time we fall.
Knowing you are with us
in our everyday lives
is blessing enough for today.

May peace flow
as a gentle stream
through your soul,
love’s pure warmth
soften your heart,
and joy in the Lord
shine in your face
and all your words.
Source: www.faithandworship.com
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SUNDAY SERVICES
Morning Worship 11.00 am Evening Worship 6.30pm ( or as stated)
Children’s Church: Meets at the same time as Morning Worship, allowing children to attend
church with their parents.
More@4 and Forest Church: 2nd and 4th Sundays of the month respectively
Youth Group: 1st , 3rd & 4th Sunday evenings
MORNING
SEPTEMBER
1st

Rev John Hardaker
Holy Communion

8th

Rev Ann Jack

15th

Rev John Hardaker

22nd

Bob Little

29th

Worship Group

Woodland Worship

Faye Morby & team

Harvest Family Service
OCTOBER
6th
13th

Geoff Sutton (STEP)
Rev John Steele
Holy Communion

20th

Rev John Hardaker & Worship Group
Parade

27th

Stephen de Silva
One World Week

AFTERNOON AND EVENING
SEPTEMBER
1st

4.00pm Heartland Group Worship - Whipsnade Tree Cathedral

OCTOBER
Wed 2nd

3.00pm Service for Housebound

6th

Martyn Macphee
Holy Communion

Copy for next edition of HH to Lesley King (see details overleaf) by Sunday 29th September 2019 please.
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