Web Edition
November - December 2019

Dear Friends,

CHRISTMAS EVENTS

As we move into the winter season and our thoughts
turn to Advent, Jesus’ great journey of incarnation
gives us cause to pause and wonder - why did God
offer us this great gift of His only Son? The answer is
so simple and yet so wonderful, God loves us.
This may seem like I am stating the obvious, but
each of us need to hear these words in the context of
our daily lives and in personal terms. The Lord loves
you when you have failed and let yourself and others
down. The Lord loves you when you have neglected
(again) to pray or read your bible. He loves you when
others would walk away or reject you.
Unconditional love can be very hard to live with and
believe in because we cannot love like that and we
are tempted to think neither can the Lord. Surely we
must eventually exhaust his patience and he simply
wipes his hands of us? No! That’s never going to
happen; the cross has already paid the price for all
our selfish ways and errors of judgment; there is no
condemnation in the love of God.
Jesus was the one who was rejected; he was the
man whom they all washed their hands of, even his
closest friends walked away and were nowhere to be
seen in the hour of real need. Having experienced
such rejection first hand, Jesus is not now going to
deal with us in the same way. The price he paid was
to free us from such hurt; his arms of invitation are
open wide as he forever declares “I love you”.
We cannot stop this love, nothing we do can restrain
Almighty God from loving us utterly and completely.
The Holy Spirit whispers words of love to us all day
long, if only we made time to listen. Dear friends you
are loved - as we move through Advent towards
Christmas, receive and enjoy this greatest of Divine
gifts.

SEE PAGE 7 FOR A FULL LIST
OF EVENTS AND SERVICES
AT HOMEWOOD ROAD,
TRINITY and
GREENWOOD(CHISWELL
GREEN) URCs
Please come and join in as you
are able - everyone is welcome.
A happy and peaceful Christmas to all.

Yours in His service, John.
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THINKING LUNCHES
At Marlborough Road
Methodist Church
Marlborough Road
St Albans AL1 3XG
Thursday 7 November

AFTERNOON TEA CLUB
Tuesdays : 19th November
10th December
Back Hall - 3.00pm
All welcome

Stephen Poxon

Is God a football fan?

HOMEWOOD ROAD BOOK CLUB
The next book club is on
Monday 25th November at
7.30pm in the Upper Room
and the book we have chosen is ‘Tuesdays with Morrie’ by Mitch Albom - a
wonderful book about the
meaning of life and life's
most important lessons.

Thursday 5th December
Steve Lindsay MBE, AICB

The Work of the Prince’s Trust in Hertfordshire
12.30pm to 1.30pm on the first Thursday of each
month.
Tea / Coffee / Squash provided, but bring your own
sandwiches.
Half an hour talk and then discussion.
Donations will be gratefully received to cover expenses
- any profits will be given to the speaker for a charity of
their choice.

EXPLORING CHURCH MEMBERSHIP

Have you thought about becoming a
church member and would like to know
a bit more? Rev John Hardaker is holding an exploratory session at 7.30pm
on Wednesday 13th November at the
Manse (see back page for address).
Whether you’re a long term friend of
Homewood Road or a more recent
one, you will be most welcome.
FREE CHURCH SERVICE
You are invited to attend a
Free Church Service in the
Lady Chapel on the following
Wednesdays at 11.00am:

‘Maybe it was a grandparent, or a teacher or a colleague. Someone older,
patient and wise, who understood you when you
were young and searching,
and gave you sound advice to help you make your
way through it. For Mitch Albom, that person was
Morrie Schwartz, his college professor from nearly
twenty years ago.
Maybe, like Mitch, you lost track of this mentor as
you made your way, and the insights faded. Wouldn't
you like to see that person again, ask the bigger
questions that still haunt you?
Mitch Albom had that second chance. He rediscovered Morrie in the last months of the older man's life.
Knowing he was dying of ALS - or motor neurone
disease - Mitch visited Morrie in his study every
Tuesday, just as they used to back in college. Their
rekindled relationship turned into one final 'class':
lessons in how to live.’ (‘Goodreads' review)
If you haven’t been to a book club meeting before
and you would like to join in, you can order a copy of
the book online new or used – or order it through a
local bookshop. .
Our meetings are always friendly and light hearted
over a cup of tea or coffee - and the sessions are
usually no longer than an hour. Please come and
join us!

6th November 2019
The Reverend Gareth Garland

Helen Griffiths

Minister of High Street Rickmansworth
Baptist Church.
4th December 2019
The Reverend Meryl Court
Minister of the United Reformed Church
Thames North Synod
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MONTHLY CHARITY COLLECTIONS
In November, we collect for the Bible
Society.
We live in a world where too many
people don’t engage with the Bible
In some parts of the world, the Scriptures are difficult to access or are
simply unavailable. In this country, the Bible is readily
available but has lost its significance and its value is unrecognised by millions.
The Bible Society is working hard here at home and in
key areas across the world to change this. It takes
the Bible and find ways to translate and distribute it, create digital formats, advocate for its place in society and
help people relate to and make sense of it in their everyday lives.
All the Society’s efforts are driven by one conviction: the
belief that when people engage with the Bible,
lives can change – for good.
At home, they are developing resources that help local
churches to engage more deeply with Scripture,
and sending thousands of volunteers into primary
schools to share Bible stories with a generation almost
entirely unfamiliar
with
them.
And
in politics,
the media and the arts they are bringing the Bible to life
in fresh, exciting and relevant ways.
Around the world, a significant proportion of the society’s
international work focuses on three areas which all have
different needs and challenges and where Christianity is
growing fast: China, Africa and the Middle East.
In December, we support the SW Herts branch of the
Samaritans.
SW Herts branch is part of the national Samaritans
movement and serves five boroughs (Watford, St Albans,
Hertsmere, Three Rivers and Dacorum) with a combined population of around 500,000.

Among its Outreach activities is the School Talks programme, in which two or three Samaritans go into a
school to deliver an assembly talk to a year group, followed by workshops for smaller groups, on various aspects of achieving good emotional health. With this programme, the organisation is reaching out to large numbers (usually around 90 per session) and are providing
information and reassurance to children at vulnerable
stages of their lives. It is hoped that the lessons they
learn at these sessions will stay with them throughout
their lives, and they will know how to deal with the worries and setbacks that are inevitable as they grow up.
The branch has very active participation in Network Rail
outreach events at many of the train stations in its area.
Events were held at various stations to support the ’Small
Talk Saves Lives’ national campaign. Earlier this year,
around 50 volunteers from the branch supported the
‘Real People, Real Stories’ campaign, a large national
campaign focused on men in the 20-59 age range who
are most likely to die a result of suicide. Other branch
Outreach activities include work at Watford General Hospital, the Prisoner Visitors Centre at HMP The Mount,
and various other organisations which want to promote
the idea of emotional good health within their staff, endusers or clients.

With its Freephone number (116 123) email and text
service, SW Herts Samaritans are there for everyone when other helplines are closed. They are there
24/7, every day of the year.
At Christmas, we support two familiar local charities - Emmaus Hertfordshire and Open Door
Emmaus Hertfordshire is a homelessness charity
providing more than just a bed for the night to people who have experienced homelessness and social
exclusion.
When a person joins an Emmaus community as a
companion, they are provided with an individual bedroom, all meals provided in a communal dining
room, and normal living expenses. There is no time
limit and this stability helps people to rebuild their
lives following homelessness. To be accepted at
Emmaus Hertfordshire, a person has to sign off all
benefits with the exception of Housing Benefit, which
goes to Emmaus Hertfordshire and helps to fund the
community home.
Most people stay at Emmaus Hertfordshire for a few
months but some leave after a short time and others
stay for years.
At Emmaus Hertfordshire, it’s recognised that it
takes more than just a roof over someone’s head to
help them overcome homelessness. That’s why,
unlike hostels, companions are required to volunteer
up to 40 hours per a week in the charity’s social enterprise, with two days off, a long weekend after
three months, and a week’s holiday after six months.
Volunteering covers work in the charity’s five second
-hand shops, gardening, maintenance, van driving,
collection and deliveries, stock sorting, kitchen work,
upcycling, upholstery, and eBay. .Appropriate free
training is provided in health and safety, manual
handling, food hygiene and other subjects as relevant.
Opportunities are provided to access other courses
and people can apply to the Emmaus
UK Companion Training Fund to help cover the
costs. Companions can also take on positions of
responsibility within the community such as team
leaders, duty team members and community assistants.
“Emmaus has helped me gain self-confidence and
I’ve also learned how to help others.”
ROB, EMMAUS HERTFORDSHIRE COMPANI
The Open Door Homelessness Service is a night
shelter and daytime drop-in for vulnerable people in
St Albans. The service provides accommodation to
up to 12 people each night, and provides them with
a hot meal. The night shelter is supported by the
work of the Open Door Charity, a local charity, run
by volunteers. Their vision is to make sure people do
not have to turn to sleeping rough in St Albans. Staff
provide resettlement support and signposting to benefits advice, health and specialist services.
At a time of year when so many people appear to be
celebrating charities working with the homeless
play a particularly crucial role, and our contributions
are greatly appreciated.
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CAROLS AROUND THE TREE
COME AND JOIN US
SATURDAY 7TH DECEMBER at
5.30pm
Invite your neighbours and friends
to join us as we start off the Christmas season with carol singing, live
music and festive refreshments!
The lighting up of our outdoor Christmas
Tree has now become an annual event - so,
wrap up warm and join us for some festive
carol singing, followed by mulled wine and
nibbles in the hall.

OPERATION CHRISTMAS ANGEL
It’s time to get the knitting needles
out again to produce some woolly
harbingers of Christmas.
Our distribution of these woolly angels with messages of Hope, Love
and Joy has been much appreciated
by those who have found them in
the town centre and the Quadrant
over the past few Christmases .Copies of the knitting pattern will be on the table
at the back of the church or you can download it
from www.christmasangel.net
Please hand your angels in by the end of November
They will be dedicated at our family service at the
beginning of December, and tags with the church’s
details will be attached to them before they are distributed around town for people to find on the Saturday before Christmas. Recipients will be able to engage with us via Twitter or Facebook quite a number usually do.

URC MODERATORS JOIN CALL FOR URGENT
ACTION TO END VIOLENCE IN SYRIA

CHOIR CAROL SERVICE
SUNDAY 15TH DECEMBER at 6.30pm
Would you like to take
part in the Church
Carol Service this
year?
For the past few years
we have been delighted to welcome extra
singers to join us in our annual Carol Service and we would like to extend that invitation again this year.

The United Reformed Church General Assembly
Moderators, Derek Estill and Revd Nigel Uden, with
leaders from the Methodist Church and Baptists
Together, have urged the UK Government to work
for peace in Syria. Recent military attacks in the
north-east of the country have left unarmed civilians
caught between two fighting parties. The pastors of
three local churches have shared their concerns for
the desperate situation facing families in the area,
which includes disruption to the water supply, bombings, food prices soaring, people unable to attend
their workplaces and some aged under 45 being
forced to join the fighting. With the cold of winter fast
approaching, people of north-eastern Syria are understandably deeply distressed and wish to live in
peace and safety but they need help .
Source: URC website

There will be three special Saturday morning
rehearsals in Church from 9.30 – 11.00am
on:

HOUSE GROUP
“TALKING OUR FAITH”

30th November (in the Church)
7th December (in the back hall)
th

14 December (in the Church)
You are also welcome to join us for regular
choir practice on Tuesdays 7.30 – 8.30pm.

A four part series led by John Hardaker, looking at
discipleship and how we can share our faith with
those around us.
The House Group will meet on the following Monday evenings starting at 8pm:

There will be a sign up list at the back of the
church where you can indicate which rehearsals you can attend.

4th November
2nd December

If you want to know more, please speak to Helen,
Chris, or Elizabeth, or any member of the choir

The final session will take place in January; the
date and details of the venues, will be given in the
Newsletter and church notices nearer the time.

5

HOMEWOOD ROAD HARVEST FESTIVAL
On Sunday 29th September Homewood Road
celebrated the annual Harvest Festival, led by
Helen Griffiths and me. The service was filled
with praise, joy and laughter and the occasional bit of sambaing! Many thanks from us both
to the congregation for getting so involved
with the service and everything we asked you
to do!
The number of donations this year was incredible – 261 in total. A HUGE THANKS FROM
FEED!

Donations at the altar.

Here are some pictures from this years’ service. The rest can be seen on the website and
Facebook page. A big thankyou also to the
flower guild for the beautiful arrangements of
flowers in the church.
We will continue to donate as a church to Feed
throughout the year so please donate what
you can. The box is in the foyer. Many thanks!

Harvest Samba!

Faye

// If you have two shirts, give one to the
poor. If you have food, share it with those
who are hungry. // Luke 3:11

Some of the beautiful flowers!

All the donations at the
altar.
Thank you so much!

All the donations at the
foodbank.
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St Albans URC Cluster invite you to join us this Christmas!
Family friendly events across the cluster...…
This year we have decided to work together as a cluster and advertise all the different services
and events that will be taking place across Christmas. It would be fantastic to see many of you
supporting all the churches across the cluster at some of these events and services. There is
something for everyone!

30th November

Advent Messy Church @ Trinity 4pm

3rd December

Christingle service @ Greenwood (formerly Chiswell Green) 6pm

– 6pm

7th December
Carols around the Christmas tree @ Homewood Road 5.30pm
(Refreshments in the hall after)
14th December
12.00pm

2nd Saturday coffee morning and craft activities @ Greenwood 10.30am –

15th December

Choir carol service @ Homewood Road 6.30pm

20th December Carols on the corner @ Trinity 6pm – As many people as possible to cheer
up the commuters on their last Friday of work for the festive season!
24th December

Crib service @ Homewood Road 4pm
Midnight Service @ Homewood Road 11.30pm

25th December

Family Christmas Day services @ all three churches.
Homewood Road led by John Hardaker @ 11am
Greenwood led by Mike Findley @ 9.30am
Trinity led by Gill Elliott @ 10am

28th December

Messy Christmas party @ Trinity 4pm – 6pm

29th December

Cluster Service @ Trinity 10am (Homewood Road and Greenwood closed)

Fiona, Anna and Faye
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CHILDREN AND FAMILIES UPDATE
Hey there everyone! First of all I would like to say many thanks to those who came to support Summer
Fun, Sweaty Church and Woodland Worship over the summer months.
It was great to have you there and join in some new ventures with me!
I sincerely hope the children have had a good first half term back at school and have got back into the
swing of things after the summer holidays. For many the summer may now seem like a distant memory.
We have lots of exciting things happening over the next two months. THE COUNTDOWN TO CHRISTMAS HAS STARTED! Winter is my favourite time of year and I am looking forward to the many exciting
activities we have planned over the cluster this year. Please see the special dates section for information about these.
Junior Church
Junior church will continue during Sunday morning worship at 11am. Some of the themes we will be exploring during November and December are the wonders of God’s world, advent and of course The
Christmas Story. These sessions are for all ages and include craft, food, stories, prayers and play.
More @ 4
More @ 4 will continue on the 2nd Sunday of the month starting at 4pm in the church. In November we
will be looking at Remembrance. Please remember that there is no More @ 4 in December. We will also
continue sharing a meal at the end of these sessions, please let me know about any favourite meals
you would like to help cook. I look forward to seeing many of you there!
Forest Church
Forest church will continue on the 4th Sunday of the month. We will meet outside the church and walk
down to The Wick together. In November, John Hardaker will be leading forest church based on ‘The
house upon the rock’. Please keep your eyes peeled for any changes of time due to the darker evenings
closing in. We will of course have our usual picnic food at the end of our activities. Like More @ 4 there
will be no forest church in December.
Youth Group
Youth group continues at 6.00pm – 7.30pm on 1st, 3rd and 4th Sunday of the month. It is open for children aged 12 upwards. We will be playing games, having discussions, inventing and eating a lot of food
throughout the Autumn and Winter. In November and December there will be opportunity to play games
in the dark, and a trip to The Wick in the dark may be on the cards. The last youth group of the year will
be on the 15th December. It will reopen on the 5th January. Please note that there will be no youth
group on the 24th November as previously advertised.
Youth Church
Youth church will meet on the 2nd Sunday of each month. It is an opportunity for teenagers and young
adults to learn more about their faith through discussions and games. All from ages 12 and up are welcome.
Special services – all to take place at Homewood Road unless stated otherwise
17th November – Family service led by Faye and John
24th November – Kirk Service
3rd December – Christingle service @ 6pm @ Greenwood (formerly Chiswell Green)
7th December – Carols around the Christmas tree @ 5.30pm
8th December – Family service led by the Worship group
14th December – 2nd Saturday coffee and craft mornings @ Greenwood @10.30am
15th December – Choir carol service @ 6.30pm
24th December – Crib service led by the Worship group @ 4pm
24th December – Midnight mass led by John @ 11.30pm
25th December – Christmas morning worship @ 11am
29th December – Cluster service @ Trinity led by James Fields – please note there is no Junior Church
at this service. HOMEWOOD ROAD IS CLOSED.
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A quick note to say that it is not just families that are welcome at these activities. Every session is for all
ages, from 0 – 100, you would be most welcome to come along. I can start having an adult table of activities for those of you that are keen! Remember we are all children of God.
So my final thing to say for this edition of 2019 is a very early Merry Christmas and Happy New Year. I look forward to seeing you all again in 2020.

Mince pie recipe! Please bring some in for us
to try!

Ingredients
225g cold butter, diced
350g plain flour
100g golden caster sugar
280g mincemeat
1 small egg
Icing sugar for dusting
Method
To make the pastry, rub 225g cold, diced butter into 350g plain flour, then mix in 100g
golden caster sugar and a pinch of salt.
Combine the pastry into a ball – don’t add liquid – and knead it briefly. The dough will be
fairly firm, like shortbread dough. You can use the dough immediately, or chill for later.
Preheat the oven to 200C/gas 6/fan 180C. Line 18 holes of two 12-hole patty tins, by pressing small walnut-sized balls of pastry into each hole.
Spoon 280g mincemeat into the pies.
Take slightly smaller balls of pastry than before and pat them out between your hands to
make round lids, big enough to cover the pies.
Top the pies with their lids, pressing the edges gently together to seal – you don’t need to
seal them with milk or egg as they will stick on their own. (The pies may now be frozen
for up to 1 month).
Beat 1 small egg and brush the tops of the pies. Bake for 20 mins until golden. Leave to
cool in the tin for 5 mins, then remove to a wire rack.
To serve, lightly dust with icing sugar.
They will keep for 3 to 4 days in an airtight container
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SUMMER FUN
During the school holidays, Homewood Road ran the annual Summer fun. For me personally, it was huge daunting
task but with the help of Norma and Pauline and all my outstanding volunteers it was a great success. It was amazing to see many different families coming into the church from the local community to take part in the craft activities,
games and laughter.
We kicked things off with the theme of summer and how apt that was as it was the hottest day of the year! The ice
pops went down well with children, parents and volunteers, a great way to cool off at the end of a hot and rather
sticky morning!

Due to the repairs of the hall floor the next three weeks of fun was moved into the church. Many thanks to the congregation, John and Lesley for allowing this to happen and for letting us move the church around to accommodate
us. Also thankyou to those who helped move chairs on Wednesday and then again on Thursdays after we had finished. They were not an easy move but then again, a great workout!
Being in the church was met with positive comments from the children and parents. Many of the children commented on the art and needlework around the church as well as engaging with reading books from our ‘God library’.
Many parents also commented on how lovely it was to spend some time within the church as it wasn’t something
they would normally do. Even some regular attenders to the toddler group had said that they had never even been
inside to look at it properly!

Whilst in the church we had the themes of minibeasts, pirates and animals. Pirate week was a huge hit with some
of the children and volunteers dressing up as pirates. Bumper numbers hit us the following week with around 120
parents and children in the church. Even though the numbers were large it was a smooth and positive morning.
For the last two weeks we returned to the main hall with a slight sigh of relief to be back to ‘normal’. We finished off
the last two weeks with weather and celebrations. The last week of celebrations had a carousel of activities based
on religious festivals including Diwali, Chinese New Year, Eid and Harvest.
I would like to take the opportunity to say a huge thankyou to my volunteers who gave up their time in the summer
to help. Without them Summer Fun would have not been possible. I would also like to say another huge thankyou
to Pauline Blacket who took on the mammoth task of catering every week, especially the week where she had to
rush out and buy more food due to larger numbers!
We had so many positive comments from children, parents and volunteers so I would say that this year’s six weeks
of fun was an undoubted triumph.
Bring on next year!

WOODLAND WORSHIP IN THE WICK
If you go down to The Wick today, you are sure of a big surprise……the surprise being a crowd of Christians praising God outside in His beautiful world!
This summer saw a new venture for the Sunday congregation of Homewood Road on Sundays 4 th August and 15th
September. Armed with their picnic blankets and chairs, unsure of what to expect, many of the congregation came
to experience Forest Church. Many for the first time!
Sunday 4th August was led by me and a team from the Worship group. The service was based all around the Cricket World Cup with worship, praise and being in God’s beauty at the heart. The congregation were very enthusiastic
and joined in with each of the games and activities, even when their team lost! It was incredible to be engaged in a
conversation with the congregation and everyone eagerly gave their thoughts and opinions after each game. We
attracted the attention of many passers-by/dog walkers and many came over to ask what we were doing. The music provided by Anne and David was fantastic, a huge thankyou to them for playing for us.
After the success of the first Woodland Worship I was very keen and eager to do a second one before the winter
months set in. At this point it was John who coined the phrase ‘Woodland Worship’ and it was put straight into the
diary! Thankyou John for allowing me to run a second worship in ‘The Wick’.
Sunday 15th September was led again by myself and a team from the Worship group. This time the service was
based around different prayer stations. We started off with a modern Christian worship song ‘Here for you’. Many
thanks to those who took time to listen and learn the song. As we moved around the different prayer stations there
was sense of relaxation as everyone passionately said their own personal prayers and devotions. We left some of
the prayer stations in The Wick for the local community to look at and hopefully use as a place of prayer.
I would like to thank my team for giving up their time to help me lead this brand-new adventure. It would not have
been possible without you. I hope to continue Woodland Worship in the Springtime as it was a great success. However, if you feel like you are going to miss going to The Wick for praise and worship then Forest Church welcomes
you with open arms! We meet on the 4 th Sunday of every month at 4pm outside the church.
Watch this space for dates in the Spring! �

Faye Morby
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SUNDAY SERVICES
Morning Worship 11.00 am Evening Worship 6.30pm ( or as stated)
Children’s Church: Meets at the same time as Morning Worship, allowing children to attend
church with their parents.
More@4 and Forest Church: 2nd and 4th Sundays of the month respectively (except Dec)
Youth Group: 1st , 3rd & 4th Sunday evenings
MORNING
DECEMBER

NOVEMBER
3rd
10th

Rev John Hardaker

1st

Rev John Hardaker HC

All Saints, HC

8th

Worship Group
Christmas Family Worship

10.45am

17th

Bob Little

15th

Rev John Hardaker

Remembrance

22nd

Bob Little

Rev John Hardaker

25th (Wed) Rev John Hardaker
Christmas Day

Family Service
24th

Worship Group

29th 10.00am
Rev James Fields

Kirk Service

Cluster Service at TRINITY
HR CLOSED
AFTERNOON AND EVENING
DECEMBER

NOVEMBER
10th

Martyn Macphee HC

24th

The Elders

1st

6.00pm
CTM Advent Service - St Saviour’s

3rd

6.00pm (Tuesday)
Cluster Christingle - Greenwood URC

8th

Rev John Steele HC

15th

Choir Carol Service

24th

4.00pm
Crib Service, Worship Group
11.30pm
Rev John Hardaker - Welcoming
Christmas Day

HC = Holy Communion
Copy for next edition of HH to Lesley King (see details overleaf) by Sunday 24th November 2019 please.

11

