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Dear Friends,
I trust you and the ones you love are keeping well. We
are now well into the stay at home period and I suspect
many of us are finding this quite a challenge. There are
so many things we take for granted in the ordinary everyday interactions of life. Having family or friends visit, going for a coffee or afternoon tea, Sunday worship, all of
which at times can seem routine but when they are denied we begin to see their importance in a new light.
Perhaps this is one aspect of this difficult and worrying
time that we can put to good use, by fostering a spirit of
thankfulness for the ordinary things in our daily routine.
Saint Paul encouraged his readers to adopt such an attitude:
1 Thessalonians 5:16-18
16
Rejoice always, 17 pray continually, 18 give thanks in all
circumstances; for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.

EAT WHOLEFOODS
This I admit is easier said than done but it seems to me
that it is an admirable aspiration. There is very little we
can do to change our current circumstances, what we
can control is how we respond to them. I believe Paul
was onto something when he was inspired to write these
words. Give it a go, rejoice in the blessing you still have,
pray for those on the frontline or who are most at risk
and give thanks for in these testing times God is with us.

Some of you will know that Patrick Jeavons, one of
the church’s friends, runs the wholefoods stall that is
usually in St Albans Market.
In these exceptional times, he is offering a home delivery service free for orders over £20, in the St Albans, Harpenden & Hatfield areas.

For more information, call 01727 855401 or
email: service@eatwholefoods.co.uk

God bless, John.

A memory of happier
times—the Strollers strolling
near Welwyn in early March,
before lockdown.
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CHURCH ACTION FOR TAX JUSTICE
Michael Doe is Vice-Chair of Church Action for Tax Justice, and an Assistant Bishop in the Anglican Diocese of
Southwark. He was due to deliver the ‘Thinking Lunch’ at Marlborough Road Baptist Church on April 2 nd.
I’m sorry that my ‘Thinking Lunch’ talk on Tax Justice has been postponed, but that’s the least of our concerns in
these troubled times. Like everyone else, I’m stuck at home, and very thankful for the radio, TV and internet. I
was on the rota for Southwark Cathedral where we’ve been maintaining the Daily Office and Eucharist, with no
congregation but streamed on Facebook, but even that has now been put on hold. Nevertheless, we can carry on
at home the worship of God, and the prayers of the people and for the people.
I’ve been asked whether the text of my talk could be circulated by email, but as with so much else at the moment,
it’s difficult to know what to say, and what to propose for the future, until we know when the present crisis will end,
and what state our world, our nation, our economy will be in when we start getting back to normal.
But what is “normal”? Our last crisis, which now seems far less significant, was what happened to the banks in
2008 and the threat of a financial meltdown. Then, as now, the Government intervened in order to prevent economic collapse. It bailed out the banks, but at a cost, neatly labelled “Austerity”, which has been borne largely by
the poorer and more vulnerable members of society: benefits were frozen, public services were starved of funds,
while bankers’ bonuses were restored and the obscenities of corporate pay continued. And little has been done to
stop companies and individuals who have the means to do so avoiding paying their fair share of tax.
If nothing else the present crisis makes it abundantly clear that the failure to establish a fair tax system which provides for the needs of everyone in society can have disastrous consequences. The Church Action for Tax Justice
website - https://www.catj.org.uk/ - carries a damning statement from Pope Francis: “It has become evident that
those who do not pay taxes do not only commit a felony but also a crime: if there are not enough hospital beds and
artificial respirators, it is also their fault.”
So when all of this is over, will we just return to “normal”? Or could this be a moment, rather like 1945, when we
look at the suffering and sacrifices which people have gone through, and ask what kind of world and economy we
want to rebuild? Is it one where the rich must be allowed to flourish whatever the consequences for the poor? Or
could it be one where the current rhetoric of “let’s come together” results in a much fairer, more equal society?
That would mean much lower differentials in pay, recognizing as we now do that care workers are more essential
than people who make a living by just moving money around. It means companies and wealthier people taking
responsibility for the societies from which they benefit, and so paying more tax to sustain them. And it must mean
looking again at those who are “at the bottom of the pile” – are they dispensable, or only entitled to what’s left over,
or do we really belong together?
When we start to return to normality, there will be those who will say that the priority must be rebuilding the economy, encouraging business, and so the poor will need to wait until that starts to pay off. There is here a stark theological issue: is the world so evil than only by allowing inequality and injustice can there be, eventually and in some
small measure, any hope for those left behind? To put it crudely, is the Christian belief in new life only a future
hope for those who will die from the Corona Virus? Or does our Creator God, incarnate in our Saviour Jesus
Christ, working now through the Holy Spirit, call us, and empower us, to start making that new life real in the present, in the way we organise our life together, including our economy?
What happened in 1945 was resisted by those with vested interests, and there have been many attempts since to
undo the Welfare State, but who would now question the National Health Service? In our current crisis a Government is again intervening, this time to protect the economy, to hold society together and to care for those in greatest need. It can be done.
When we emerge on the other side of this crisis, the fundamental question will be: if we can do all of this when everyone is threatened, why can’t we do it in “normal” times, to create a society and economy where everyone matters? And more broadly - because all of this, including taxation, is more than a domestic issue - can we turn back
from the “sceptered-isle” nationalism which has recently overcome our country and instead play a leading role, as
again we did in 1945, in forming a new international order based on justice and peace?
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Ed : As we are all aware, many charities are suffering severe reductions in income during the
lockdown. The information on these pages relates to charities that we would normally be
helping during this period—please do what you
can to support them directly.
FEED
As you may know, during the lockdown period, FEED is
asking for financial contributions, rather than donated
goods. Please make cheques payable to Vineyard
Christian Fellowship of St Albans and write “FEED” on
the back . Because staff are not able to go to the bank
as frequently as normally, FEED is also using a website
called Bankuet to receive donations-see below:
https://www.bankuet.co.uk/feedstalbans

Not having a decent toilet is dangerous for so many
reasons. It means there's nowhere to treat or manage human waste properly, so germs get into water
sources and food, spreading diseases like diarrhoea
and cholera. It means people have to go to the loo
outside, which is especially unsafe for women and
children.
The spread of illnesses like Covid-19 remind us how
vital good hygiene is - when people are denied access to clean water and decent toilets, their hygiene
and health suffer. Poor hygiene means children become ill and miss school, adults can't work to support
their families and patients are at risk in health centres. Whole communities miss out on opportunities to
improve their lives. In fact, many get no chance at life
at all. Every two minutes a child under five dies from
diarrhoeal diseases caused by lack of safe water,
sanitation and poor hygiene practices.
So when a community gets clean water and decent
toilets for the first time, they also have the power to
change
their
hygiene
habits.
They
can
keep themselves and their environment clean, stay
healthy and stop diseases spreading, and live dignified lives.
Climate change can seem abstract and overwhelming, but it’s real and it’s happening now. 2019 was
the second hottest year ever. The last decade was
the warmest one yet. Globally, temperatures are rising, which means the weather is becoming more extreme, resulting in either too much or too little water.
In fact, a staggering 90% of all natural disasters are
water-related, and they're massively impacting people's lives.
And it’s the world's poorest people, in the countries
that have done the least to contribute to climate
change, who are worst affected.
By 2040, 1 in 4 children will live in regions where water is dangerously scarce.
All at WaterAId are working towards a common goal:
getting water, toilets and hygiene to the millions of
people still living without these basic human rights.
To support this essential work, you can donate at
www.wateraid.org.uk

FEED is currently providing 100 bags of food to guests
every week which is a mixture of singles / couples bags
and family bags.
In May, we support WaterAid. 785 million people
around the world still don’t have access to water
close to home. That’s 1 in 10 people. (WHO/
UNICEF Joint Monitoring Programme (JMP) Report
2019)
Without clean water, people are denied access to
opportunities that should be open to everyone, everywhere. In 2015, world leaders committed to
achieve the Sustainable Development Goals by
2030. Goal 6 focuses on water and sanitation – but
some countries are not years, but centuries behind
reaching this target.
2 billion people in the world – one in four – do not
have a decent toilet of their own., while 3 billion people don't have handwashing facilities at home.
(WHO/UNICEF Joint Monitoring Programme (JMP)
Report 2019)

In June, we support Essex & Herts Air Ambulance
Trust. At the beginning of January 2020, the EHAAT
achieved the milestone of 25,000 missions flown
since its inception in 1998. In March 2020 alone, the
charity flew 195 missions across the area. During the
current Covid 19 crisis, the EHAAT is assisting the
NHS by transferring patients as necessary between
hospitals, with the help of its critical care team.
To support this life saving local charity, please
donate at www.ehaat.org
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CHRISTIAN AID WEEK 10-16 MAY
Christian Aid Week is likely to be particularly affected by the current lockdown, All door to door collecting is cancelled, together with the many fundraising events being planned in local communities. Homewood Road was due to
host the annual charity concert for Christian Aid normally held in MFBC, and there will be no market at St Mary’s
Marshalswick. In response , Christian Aid is in process of developing a series of digital initiatives for the week .
Please log on to
https://www.christianaid.org.uk/about-us/christian-aid-week/coronavirus-guidance?

for the latest information. Plans include daily live streamed worship, a daily fun quiz., and a guide to virtual fundraising activities.
This charity is already going through a major restructuring of its activities, and Coronavirus has added both to the
challenges of that and, most significantly, to need in the countries least able to deal with the virus. A Coronavirus
Emergency Appeal has already been started, and you can easily donate to that, or to any other of its appeals , by
visiting:
www. christianaid.org.uk

THE LOCKDOWN—SOME UPSIDES
•

The coming together, via social media and/or notes through doors, of neighbours who barely knew each
other previously, with offers of help

•

The opportunity for individuals to make a big difference e.g. Capt Tom Moore’s amazing fundraiser for NHS
Charities and the overwhelming response to it

•

A wider recognition that some seemingly modest jobs are actually very important to society’s health and
well being

•

For some of us, more time to read, to learn new skills and possibly, to rest

•

The positive impact of less travel on air quality and pollution levels

•

The ingenuity and adaptability shown by individuals and firms in providing goods and services during lockdown

Of course, there are many more downsides than upsides—but let’s not forget, as the weeks go by, that there are
upsides. The question is—will we maintain them as we move towards the “new normal” and beyond? Or will they
be cast aside in the rush to get back to where we were? Or is this a possibly once in a lifetime opportunity to
make some fundamental recalibrations in our societies?
Only time will tell!
Ed. ( a personal view)
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YOUTH & FAMILIES
Welcome to the Youth and Families page!
I am writing to you from my kitchen table for this edition. I had already written my original piece
for the Herald and due to Covid – 19 I have had to rethink how we are going to connect as a
church family. I hope and pray that you are all doing well and that you have found a routine during
this period of ‘lockdown’. Please make sure you get in touch if you would like to have a chat at any
time.
So how are we going to keep up all the youth and family activities within the church?
The answer is virtually! There are several different ways to keep up with what the church is doing.
For those that have facebook you will have seen that the group has now become a private group,
if you have facebook and wish to join please add yourselves.
I will be emailing the activities every week to you each week. A junior church, a forest church and a
youth group activity. For the time being More @ 4 will be on hold.
Please also keep an eye on the church website for any other ways of keeping in touch with what is
going on in the church.
I have also taken over the newsletter for the time being so if you are not subscribed to that
please make sure you email me or Elizabeth Martin to be added to the list.
As soon as we are able to return, I will let you know via email.
For now, I am praying for you all and keeping you in my mind. I look forward to the time where we
can all worship and be one as a church family again.
God Bless!
Junior Church
During the month of May we will be looking at the time before Jesus’ ascension. We will look at
fishers of men, breaking bread and thinking about Jesus as our anchor. We will look at the Ascension and what happened at Pentecost. In June we will be looking at walking in wisdom, truth and
love. For the time being these sessions will just include a youth, prayer and art activity. If I think
a science activity will be suitable, I will add one in.
More @ 4
More @ 4 is cancelled for the time being. If we get back up and running in May and June I will let
you know.
Forest Church
Forest church will continue virtually for the time being. We will be looking at the following themes
of perspectives and cloud spotting.
Youth Group
Youth group will continue virtually until we are able to meet again. I will send out weekly discussion
topics to do as a family. Please feel free to write some notes down during
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these discussions – it would be lovely to see some of them on our return. Once we can meet again, I
will make sure I will let you know.
Please remember that these activities are in no way compulsory – they are there if you have time
and would like to do them.

Stay safe everyone!
Faye Evans (Youth and Families worker)

Paper
White Glue
Salt
Watercolour paints
Paint Brush
Start by “drawing” your picture on your
black paper with the white glue. (Keep this
to simple outlines. It doesn’t work well
when you fill big chunks of the paper in
with glue.)
Next, sprinkle salt all over the glue.
Then pour off the excess salt.
You do not have to wait for the glue to dry
before painting!
Now comes the FUN part!!! Start painting
with the watercolour paints. Because the salt
is so absorbent, you just touch your paintbrush to the salt and the colour spreads like
magic!
The reason why you want to use black paper
is so if any of the paint gets somewhere
that’s not the salt, you don’t see it. Encourage the children to just touch their paintbrushes to the salt and let it spread. You
must be gentle so as not to disturb the wet
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PRAYERS DURING THE CORONAVIRUS CRISIS

For all whose day starts with anxiety,
as they leave the security of home
worrying about the risk of infection;
particularly those whose health
or age classifies them as vulnerable.
Loving God, be close, keep them safe,
along with all whose tasks today
includes the care of frail and elderly.
And for all of us, grant wisdom
to make sensible choices, not just
for ourselves, but for everybody.

Loving God, we give thanks
for the extended family
of local communities
assisting with the needs
of both frail and elderly
confined to their homes.
May every gift of love,
every encouraging word,
bring hope into lonely lives
and a blessing to the giver.

Lord, grant us simplicity of faith
and a generosity of service
that gives without counting cost.
A life overflowing with Grace
poured out from the One
who gave everything,
that we might show
the power of love
to a broken world,
and share the truth
from a living Word.
Lord, grant us simplicity of faith,
and a yearning to share it

Copyright © John Birch, 2016 https://www.faithandworship.com/

8

SUNDAY SERVICES
The church is currently closed because of the Coronavirus lockdown restrictions. A
weekly email is being sent out, giving information about services on TV and radio, and
online. The Rev. John Hardaker is regularly giving talks on You Tube — just enter “ St Albans Cluster”, or click the link on the Homepage of the Homewood Road website. If you
don’t currently receive the weekly email, and would like to, please contact Faye Evans
( details on back page).
If you are on Facebook, do visit the Homewood Road URC group page— Faye, and others
are regularly posting there.
At time of writing ( mid April) ,we have no idea when the restrictions applying to churches
and other gathering places will be lifted, but it seems unlikely to be before the end of May.
Details of services planned for June are given below, but with no certainty that they will
take place. Should we be able to open, everyone will be contacted either electronically, or
by phone, by his or her elder.
June
Morning 11.00am
7th Rev John Hardaker

Evening
HC

6.30pm

Rev John Steele

HC

Trinity Sunday
14th

Worship Group

No service

Summer Family Service
21st

Rev John Hardaker

Elders

28th

Choir Service

No service

HC = Holy Communion
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